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Make Your Own Embossing Folders
For use with your favorite dicut machine or pressure implement!

DISCLAIMER:  Use these suggestions at your own risk--no warranty is expressed or implied.  These tech-
niques worked well for me (I used a Cuttlebug) but your experience may be different.  Experiment to find the 
best process to use with your own equipment, especially with regard to how to sandwich the layers before 
passing them through your machine. 

Here are a few of the supplies I used.  You don’t need all of them.  The most basic supplies would be the 
transparencies (I used 3M brand CG6000, which can be used with both inkjet and laser printers and copi-
ers), tape, a craft knife or punch, adhesive (I used Diamond Glaze and also my Xyron.  I think Crystal Effects 
and double-sided tape like Mono would also work), and a fine-point permanent marker.  
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Step 1:  Apply image to transparency

First cut a transparency sheet into four quarters of 5 1/2 x 4 1/4” each.  Apply the image to the transparency.  
In this case I used a rubber stamp and permanent (Stazon) ink to apply the image, but you could hand-draw 
one with permanent marker, or print one from your computer, as well.   
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Step 2: Cut out image

Using a craft knife, carefully cut out along the outer line of the image.  Be sure to save the inside part you cut 
out--you will need it later!  So it is important not to damage either piece when you do the cutting.  Then tape 
the outer piece down to a second, blank piece of transparency along one edge.  The cut piece should be on 
top, the blank uncut piece should be on the bottom.  This makes a folder.
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Step 3:  Trace the image

Now trace the image onto the lower blank piece all around the edge of the cut piece with a permanent mark-
er.
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Remember that cut out piece we saved?  Now’s the time to use it.  Open up the folder, apply adhesive to the 
under side of the cut out image, and place it exactly on the traced outline of the lower sheet of transparency 
from Step 3.  About adhesive:  I used my Xyron with permanent adhesive and it worked really well.  I also 
tried Diamond Glaze and it worked but was a bit messy.  I actually got a drip of it on my Cuttlebug B plate 
and was worried about damage, but it cleaned right up with isopropyl alcohol (that’s why I show it in my ma-
terials photo on the first page).

Step 4:  Glue down the cut out part
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Step 5:  Put a blank sheet of cardstock in the folder

Put a blank sheet of cardstock or paper into the folder.  Note that the first couple of times you use it, you 
should use scrap, since the ink on the edges of the cut image will come off on the paper.
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Here’s the layering scheme that worked for me:  Cuttlebug Plate A, two pieces of cardstock, Plate B, home-
made embossing folder containing cardstock, Plate C.  If you use thicker or thinner paper you might need to 
change this.  Experiment!  The embossing won’t be nearly as deep as you get with the commercially avail-
able embossing folders, due to the thickness of the transparency material.  You could build up thicker layers 
of transparency (would be easier to do with punches than with handcutting);  I didn’t try this. 

Step 6:  Emboss!



Copyright Cynthia Snoddy 20078

Other ways to cut an embossing stencil

Stencil cutting heat tool.  I used the Hot Marks 
Creative Tool from Walnut Hollow.  The image came 
from copyright-free clip art, printed on my laser 
printer.

Punch.  You can punch multiple images out of a 
single sheet of transparency to make a larger em-
bossing folder, like for backgrounds.  

Die cut.  This one was done using a Cuttlebug with 
one of the “Stamps” 2x2 dies.

Computer-controlled cutter.  I used a Roland 
Camm-1 vinyl cutter with a Wishblade cutting mat.  
I would think a Wishblade, Cricut, Pazzle or other 
similar cutter should work, but be careful and don’t 
void your warranty!
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What if my image has a “hole” in it?

Here’s an example of an image that has an outer part (outside the stamp frame) and an inner part (the 
square).  In this case the procedure is slightly different.  You should be able to adapt the process to any im-
age that has a “hole” in it.  First punch, cut, or die cut the image on all lines.  Save all the parts!

I had a little trouble getting the die to cut all the way through the transparency material.  Adding a sheet of 
paper on top of the transparency before topping with the B plate helped a bit, but I still had to use my craft 
knife to get all the pieces separated.  A simpler image probably would not give so much trouble. 
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Step 2:  Tape down to blank sheet

Tape down the large, outer punched sheet to a blank sheet of transparency.  In this case you can see that 
the inner punched image was still attached to the outer sheet, but the inner square has been removed.
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With the middle (stamp frame) positioned in the center, trace the innermost “hole” with a fine-point perma-
nent marker.  If your middle portion of the image is loose, you might need to tape it in place with removable 
tape.  After tracing the square, remove the middle (stamp frame) part and save it.

Step 3:  Trace inner “hole”
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Step 4:  Glue down outer sheet and inner “hole”

Now glue down the center “hole,” in this case the square, where you traced it earlier.  Also glue down the 
outermost folder to the sheet below it.  I used Diamond Glaze here.  Complete coverage is not needed, just 
enough to keep the layers from separating.  What you should have in the end is a sheet with both the outer-
most portion and the innermost portion glued down to it and the only gap is the middle piece.
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Step 5:  Tape a blank sheet on top

We need one more blank transparency sheet to stick the middle portion of the image to.  Tape it down along 
one side, on top the other layers, then open up the folder.
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Step 6:  Glue down middle piece

Now this part is a bit tricky.  You want the images to match up exactly.  So take the middle cut out part and fit 
it into the bottom sheet in between the glued-down outer and inner parts.  Carefully apply adhesive to only 
the middle cut out part (I ran it through the Xyron before putting it in place).  While holding the middle part in 
place, carefully fold over the top blank sheet so it sticks to the middle cut part.  When you open up the folder 
again, the middle cut part should be stuck to this top sheet, like in the photo above.
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Step 7:  Emboss!

In this photo I have rubbed a stamp pad over the raised image to make it show better.  On the right-hand 
side is what the underside of the embossed image looks like.


